
Rai D’Or voted  Pub of the Year 2008 
The Rai D’Or in Brown St Salisbury was voted Pub of 
the year in a vote open to all members of Salisbury & 
South Wiltshire branch of CAMRA. As the Christmas 
social was being held there on 5th Jan the presentation 
was made as a surprise to both the branch members at 
the social and Simon Wheeler the pub landlord.  
In the time that Simon has run the Rai D’Or he has 
turned it around from a failing pub with a very bad 
reputation to a vibrant welcoming one.  has worked 
hard to support local brewers by only sourcing real ale 
from nearby breweries. He limits himself to two real 
ales at a time so that it is always fresh and in good 
condition. He supports the aims of CAMRA and offers a 
discount to CAMRA members and his other regulars. He 
is a popular venue for authentic Thai food but that has 

not stopped him running a real pub where you are welcome to just pop in for a few 
beers.  
At the CAMRA social we started with a choice of Bowman’s Swift One and Stonehenge 
Great Bustard and as we managed to finish the Swift One we were rewarded with a 
taste of the new brew from Keystone - Cheer Up! (the days are getting longer). All 
three were in excellent condition - we expected nothing less. 
As for the next stage of the Pub of the Year Competition - the details of the pub have 
been sent on to the regional competition where it will be judged alongside 11 other 
pubs from Hampshire, Dorset, the Isle of Wight and the Channel Islands. 

Congratulations on your award and Good Luck in the next round. 
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Pub regularly selling short measures?- Contact Wiltshire Trading Standards   (01722) 328367 

Simon receives his POTY certificate from 
Branch Chairman Hilary 

Community Pubs Week  16 to 23 February 
The British tradition of the Public House puts it at the heart of the community. Not 
somewhere you go to for a special occasion but somewhere you can know people and 
be known, where there is a friendly, community spirit not anonymous drinkers. CAMRA 
work with publicans to make Community Pubs week a celebration of community pubs 
and to remind people that if you don’t use your local you may well lose it.  
Salisbury branch are celebrating Community Pubs week with a visit to the Butt of Ale on 
Pauls Dene on Wed 20th to launch the new edition of their Local Pub Guide. The Butt 
was closed and awaiting conversion to housing when the last edition was published so 
it’s excellent to be able to launch the new one there. 



 

Regular Beers 
Spire Ale 3.8% ABV 

Pigswill 4.0% ABV 
Heel Stone 4.3% ABV 

Great Bustard 4.8% ABV 
Danish Dynamite 5.0% ABV 

Seasonal Beers 
Sign of Spring 4.6% ABV 

(March - May) 
Second to None 4.6% ABV 

(June - August) 
Old Smokey 5.0% ABV 

(Sept. - Nov.) 
Rudolph 5.0% ABV 

(December - January) 
www.stonehengeales.co.uk 

The Old Mill 
Netheravon 

01980 670631 

The Rai D’Or 
Salisbury CAMRA Pub of 

the Year 2008 
 

Continuing to sell Real Ales 
from local Microbreweries 

frequently Downton 
 

Budweiser Budvar on tap 
 

Authentic Thai food  
 

5 pm - 11 pm Mon  - Sat 
 

69 Brown St    01722 327137 
 

Still treating CAMRA members 
to a 50p per pint Real Ale 

discount 
(excluding 1st of eve) 

Have these Pubs Gone!! 
It seems the application to turn the Tollgate into 5 
dwellings has been withdrawn. 
The Black Horse in Tilshead was refused change of 
use but has been converted into housing in 
anticipation of change of use being approved on 
appeal. We rely on the inspector to uphold the District 
Council’s decision that Tilshead shouldn’t lose a pub. 
There is a new application to build houses on the site 
of the Appletree Inn in Morgan’s Vale. This was 
refused and upheld on appeal. Since then nothing 
has changed and the community of Morgan’s Vale 
are still desperate to keep their pub. 
 

On a good note… As reported last time the Lions 
Head in Winterslow is open again. Also the 
Winchester Gate in Rampart Rd has a new and 
enthusiastic Landlord who is trying out local beers to 
find which ones you want him to stock.  The 
Penruddocke Arms in Dinton is reported to have a 
new & enthusiastic landlord.  
Get in there and try them. 
 

An application to demolish the Railway club to 
provide more parking at the station was refused on 
Thursday 24th Jan.    

from our Manchester correspondent…. 
On to the Lass O'Gowrie, nearby the BBC. An 
absolute oasis after the parched desert of Canal 
St the Lass also boasts on a wall plaque of the 
oldest pissotierre in the city- I didn't investigate 
further! Another fine and tiled building with a large 
range of good beer, this also was once a brewpub. 
Not for ten or more years now, but it does have a 
house ale brewed for them which is reputed to be 
the most similar extant beer to proper 
Boddingtons. Not the same colour, but a fair 
attempt at the taste, I thought. 
A further short wander along the Rochdale Canal, 
or along streets if one wishes, leads to three 
excellent pubs in one road, Great Bridgewater Rd. 
These are Peveril of the Peak, an outstandingly 
green tiled triangular pub left where other 
buildings have been demolished around it, The 
Rain Bar, and The Britons' Protection. All three 
have good beer and intricate interiors, the Rain 
Bar ( a John Willie house) being so named, 
appositely enough for Manchester, for being an ex
-umbrella factory. Try these pubs if you visit the 
area and enjoy the music scene as well. They 
mostly have live music at least once a week. 



THE 
VILLAGE 

FREE HOUSE 
 

Wilton Rd - Salisbury 
(01722) 329707 

 

Selection of Quality Cask Ales  
 

Downton Quadhop 
 

Timothy Taylor Landlord 
 

Three Changing Guest Ales 
including an ever present  

Mild, Stout or Porter 
 

A Friendly Welcome Awaits You  
 

Salisbury & Sth Wilts CAMRA 
Pub of the Year 2001 & 2004 

 

Open 12:00 - 12:00 Daily 

Out & About the Pubs 
The visit to the Pubs of Tisbury on 1st 
December  last year found all but the 
Cross with Real Ale available. The Boot 
had Ringwood Best and Marston’s 
Wicked Witch. The Bennet Fullers 
London Pride and Hidden Quest, The 
Crown Youngs Special and Ringwood 
Best and The South Western Youngs 
Bitter and Fullers London Pride.  There 
were a goodly number of people in all 
the pubs and the beer  quality was 
generally good. The people of Tisbury 
seem to know how to support their local 
pubs - use them don’t lose them.   
In the run up to Christmas we have our 
crawl of the Good Beer Guide Pubs of 
Salisbury. The Wyndham Arms, Royal 
George, Rai D’Or, Deacons and Village. 
A good sized crowd of us visited them 
all with a few popping into the Chough 
as well which has recently re-opened as 
a Hidden Brewery Pub. Good to see 
another closed pub re-open and with a 
local brewer. 
We were able to try some of the 
Christmas specials such as Hop Back 
Elf & Hoppiness & Three Castles Holly 
Berry.  
The January Crawl was around the 
Market Square. Alongside the Ringwood 
Best in the Market Inn was Hampshire 
Grim Reaper which had a slightly smoky 
dark flavour to it. The Ox Row Inn had 
Ringwood Best and Wells Bombadier. 
We tried the Hop Back Summer 
Lightning in the Haunch of Venison 
before starting on the choice of 6 
Hidden beers in the Chough. So far 
Hidden have freshened the place up 
with a good coat of paint and are 
working on getting their beer range 
known by the regulars.  Apparently the 
Hidden Depths is attracting some away 
from Guinness. There are hot bacon 
rolls etc available now and work towards 
re-opening the restaurant is beginning.  
Finally we went to the White Horse for 
some Wadworths Henry’s IPA and 6X. 
Why not join us on a crawl sometime 
and get to more of the pubs in the area. 



Branch Events 
February  
Wed 6th Branch Meeting  8pm Boat House 
Wed 20th  Local Guide Launch & Quiz  Butt of Ale 7.30 
Tue 26th  Winterfest set up  names to Ian 
Fri 29th & 1st March  Winterfest  staff  names to Hilary 
 

March 
Wed 5th  Branch Meeting  8pm Chough 
Sat 15th  Overton Beer Festival  enquiries@overtonbeerfestival.org.uk   (01256) 892650 
Wed 19th City Crawl   8pm Kings Head, 9pm Bar 44,  10pm Deacons 
 

April  
Wed 2nd Branch Meeting  8pm Winchester Gate 
Sat 5th   Minibus Trip  Dinton, Chilmark etc 
 

Branch Contact Mike Bird   01722 333839 
Items for Barrel Organ hilary.bird@salisburycamra.org.uk  01722 333839 
Names for Minibus  Chris White  07989185049 
 

Advance diary Dates 
Salisbury Rugby Club Beer Festival  9th & 10th May 
Salisbury Beerex is on June 27th & 28th 2008 

The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the 
Editor, CAMRA  or Salisbury & South Wiltshire Branch of CAMRA.  

© Salisbury & South Wiltshire Branch  02/08.  

Winterfest 11 
 

Fri 29th Feb & Sat 1st Mar 2008 
 

Fri 6.30—11.00 
Sat 11.00—3.30    Sat 6.30—11.00 

 

Castle Street Social Club 
Scots Lane Salisbury 

 

Tickets £5  
 

Music Saturday Evening Only 
 

From Village Freehouse, Wyndham Arms, 
Salisbury, or  ‘Winterfest’  84 Downsway, 

Salisbury, SP1 3QW. Send SAE, state which 
session, phone number and enclose cheque 
payable to Salisbury & S. Wilts CAMRA  

SALISBURY RUGBY CLUB 
BEER FESTIVAL 

 

Fri 9th May   
Sat 10th May 

 

Fri 7.00 - Midnight 
Sat 11.30 - 3.30 

Sat 7.00 - Midnight 
 

Tickets £5 
On sale from April 
at the Clubhouse  

Castle Rd, SALISBURY 
 

Tel 325317 
 

Music  Fri & Sat evenings 
Salisbury Arts Centre & Rotary COGS 

 

SALISBURY BEEREX 
 

Salisbury Arts Centre  
June 27th & 28th 

Tickets £10 including first pint  
on sale from 5th April 

 

Beer management by CAMRA 


