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FROM THE
EDITOR

A
lthough when you read this the New Year will

be in full flow we still take this opportunity

to wish you the best for 2018. While

welcoming you to this 10th edition of the new Barrel

Organ we sadly say farewell to Neil Beagrie as deputy

editor.  Neil’s support and wise counsel has been the

foundation of the success the magazine. We wish him

all the best in his new role as a Commissioner with

the Royal Commission for Ancient Monuments in

Wales.

Distribution of Barrel Organ continues to

increase.  South Western Railway kindly agreed

to put distribution units in Salisbury, Tisbury and

Gillingham stations which has proved very popular,

prompting us to consider a rail and beer supplement

during the next year, advertisers please note.

If you would like to contribute to the May edition of

Barrel Organ or try your hand at being a deputy editor

do get in touch, you will be made most welcome.

Our next festival is Beerex at the Salisbury Arts

Centre on 15th and 16th  June. Tickets will be

available from the Arts Centre in April/May.

Cheers.

Kathy and Paul
Editors, Barrel Organ magazine

Map of the Branch Areas.
Map data ©Google 2017
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I
n recent months the impact of CAMRA getting

over 2000 pubs listed as Asset of Community Value

has had a positive effect on government legislation.

The planning rules have now been tightened within

the ‘Permitted Development Rights’ scheme to remove

a loophole which would allow pub owners to close a

pub and either convert to alternative retail premises

or even demolish it. The new laws ensure that a pub

owner must now seek planning application for any

change of use.  As a result the local community will

then be notified of such applications and objections

can be made by local residents. Although this process

does not go as far as the ACV Community Rights

Bid option with a six month moratorium during

which time groups can make bids to purchase the

property and keep it as a pub, it does address some of

the reasons why ACVs were required. It is therefore

not something that CAMRA locally considers fully

replaces the ACP process.

If you think your local pub is in danger of being closed

or having its use changed or you just want to ensure

it stays as a pub please get in touch with your local

CAMRA branch and work with them to get an ACV

application.

Within our two branch areas pubs currently having an

ACV are:

ASSETS OF
COMMUNITY
VALUE
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The White Horse

Plough Inn

Duke of York

White Horse

Quidhampton

Bell

Wylye

Bell Inn

Winterbourne Stoke

Cross Keys

Andover

White Hart

Bishopstone

Duke of York

Salisbury

George Inn

Shrewton

Cuckoo Inn

Salisbury

Kings Head

Salisbury

New Inn

Wiltshire

Village Freehouse

Wiltshire

Halfway

Salisbury

Queens Arms

Salisbury

Bell Inn

South Newton

Haunch of Venison

Salisbury

Royal Oak

Salisbury

Plough Inn

Durrington

Parish Lantern

Whiteparish

Bridge Inn

Salisbury

Gainsborough Arms

Milborne Port
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We are a busy Village Freehouse offering an
excellent range of local and national Real Ales

Traditional Homecooked food with daily chalkboard
Specials and a choice of wines from around the World

A warm and friendly atmosphere where all are
welcome even well behaved dogs get spoilt!

Food is served: 12 noon - 9pm when we’re open all day

www.foxandgoose-coombebissett.co.uk
Blandford Rd, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP5 4LE

Tel:  01722 718437

TUESDAYS  - STEAK NIGHT
COMBO TO SHARE & 2 STEAKS / £20

WEDNESDAYS  - 2 COURSE SPECIAL / £9.95

THURSDAYS  - THAI NIGHT, 2 COURSE /
£9.95
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S
alisbury area brewery Dark Revolution, founded

only last year by Greg and Tanya Hughes, has

a double reason to celebrate. It won the Beer

of the Festival award at Salisbury Beerex at its first

attempt and it has just opened a tap room bar at its

gleaming new premises in the Old Sarum Business

Park. Glasses were raised to these twin successes when

Greg and Tanya were presented with their Beerex

winners’ certificate by Derek Blackshaw, chairman of

the Salisbury & South Wilts branch of the Campaign

for Real Ale (CAMRA), at the opening night of the

tap room. The latter, which is open at the weekends,

enables customers to try Dark Revolution’s range of

beers only yards from where they were brewed.

“We are delighted to have won the Beer of the Festival

award at Beerex”, said Greg. “We are proud to have

received this accolade from local beer drinkers so soon

after setting up Dark Revolution.” The winning beer

was Elevator IPA, a strong 7.2% ABV (alcohol by

volume) bitter with a hoppy taste that proved hugely

popular with those attending Beerex at Salisbury Arts

Centre.

Derek Blackshaw said: “It’s very exciting to have a

new local brewery producing a range of high quality

beers. The Campaign for Real Ale is passionate about

supporting projects such as this and we are sure that

Dark Revolution will prosper in the years to come.”

Dark Revolution was started by Greg and Tanya

in 2016. It was a natural follow-on from running

BrewUK, Britain’s largest home brew supply company,

for the past ten years. Greg is also the author of a book

on home brewing.

Focusing on quality, they produce a wide spectrum of

modern beers ranging from hoppy IPAs to lagers and

sour beers. Until recently they were “cuckoo brewing”

DOUBLE
CELEBRATION
AS OLD SARUM
BREWERY
DARK
REVOLUTION
WINS AWARD

-  7

Dark Revolution CAMRA presentation. Greg and Tanya
Hughes receive their Salisbury Beerex Beer of the Festival

award certificate from Derek Blackshaw, chairman of
the Salisbury & South Wilts branch of CAMRA. Left
to right: Andrew Hesketh, CAMRA branch secretary;

Derek Blackshaw; Greg and Tanya Hughes; Mike Bird,
CAMRA brewery liaison officer.

Dark Revolution tap room. The busy opening night at
Dark Revolution’s new tap room in the Old Sarum

Business Park.

Dark Revolution beers. Two of the beers at the opening
night of Dark Revolution’s new tap room.

D k R l i b T f h b h i
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at Cheddar Ales in Somerset, establishing a solid

reputation and customer base before committing to

their own commercial brewery.

In February Dark Revolution ordered custom-

built equipment from Johnson Brewing Systems in

Lancashire which has been installed in a modern unit

in Lancaster Road on the Old Sarum Business Park.

“We now have our own brewery at last,” said Greg.

“The tap room showcases ten taps of beer to be drunk

in the brewery and for take away with a rotating roster

of core and limited edition beers. It’s an exciting

chapter for Dark Revolution.”

Will Bennett

Salisbury & S Wiltshire branch

www.keystonebrewery.co.uk
e: info@keystonebrewery.co.uk

t: 01747 820426 / 870307
The Old Carpenters Workshop, Berwick St Leonard, Salisbury SP3 5SN

Regular Beers
Bedrock 3.6%

Large One 4.2%

Seasonal Beers
Ruby 4.8%

Very Pale Ale 4.6%
Born To Be Mild 3.8%

Christmas Pale Ale 4.6%
Cornerstone 4.8%

Porter 4.5%
Gold Spice 4%
Gold Hill 4%

FINE BEER
BREWED IN

SOUTH WILTSHIRE

Come an
d test th

ree of ou
r beers

at our Br
ewery Ta

p,

The Ben
ett in Tis

bury
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W
hen I mentioned going to Herm to friends

I got a puzzled look and asked “where?”.

Well to explain, it’s a small island just a few

miles off the coast of Guernsey in the Channel Islands

and twice a year the enterprising owners run a beer

festival to bring in extra visitors and therefore some

very important revenue during the relatively short

tourist season.

The island has a year round population of 60, and to

live there you have to work there for Herm Island Co.

Ltd who lease and operate everything. That being a

hotel with keg “pub”, a few gift shops, two beach cafes

and the Mermaid Tavern, where the beer festivals are

held, on this occasion 13-18th June.

The Guernsey CAMRA branch had chosen the pub

as their Pub of the Year for 2017, a decision which

perhaps raised an eyebrow or two in some quarters,

however to describe my visit as a memorable

experience would be an understatement, it will remain

long in the memory as a real pleasure.

Getting to Herm involves a flight (or ferry) to

Guernsey followed by a short trip on a small passenger

ferry from St Peter Port to Herm, then the relaxation

can commence!

I opted to stay in the hotel, The White House, a short

stroll from the tiny harbour or a longer walk at low

tide. No cars, taxis etc but bags can be collected and

taken for you. The hotel is designed and operated for

relaxation and leisure, outdoor heated pool, beautiful

gardens, all day tea and fresh coffee, library, lounge etc,

all rather decadent.

The main event for me was the beer festival, held

about ¼ mile from the hotel in the Mermaid Tavern,

an old whitewashed stone fisherman’s building, much

extended and with a delightful sheltered walled

courtyard. The main bar offers four handpulls, a

“craft” beer and some Czech lagers and keg ciders,

a remarkably good range for such an out of the way

place, and with prices around £4/pint I thought pretty

decently priced. Beers were from Bath Ales, York

Brewery, Sharps, (NOT DB!), and Shipyard.

The beer festival takes place across the courtyard and

had 16 beers, some from Guernsey and Jersey and a

good selection from mainland UK including beers

from London, Yorkshire, Wales, Suffolk, Bristol and

Shropshire all served from cooled casks. In addition

there were 16 real ciders, six from Guernsey, the rest

OVER THE SEA
TO. . . HERM
ISLAND

Th f h b f l h ld

ThThe beeb r festival takes place across the courtyard and
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from Butcombe, Thatchers and Westons. A relaxed

event during the day which comes alive in the evening

with extra ferry trips bringing over the hordes from

Guernsey for the evening and thankfully, taking them

back later! Live music Thursday-Saturday evening and

a great food choice provided outdoors in the courtyard

led to a lively, but very friendly and relaxed event.

The island itself is small and compact, heathland and

dunes at one end, undulating paths and cliffs at the

other, with the small settlement in the middle.

Stunning beaches and coves, with plenty of flora and

fauna to observe, and many parts devoid of people.  It

is best described in pictures, words don’t do it justice.

Would I return – you bet!!  If you want a romantic

getaway for a few days when cost isn’t a limiting factor

then go. Cheap it isn’t, wonderful it is.

My relatively gushing view is based on a three day stay

during which the weather was superb, it might have

been different on wet and windy weekend! Cost? - I

reckon 3 days for 2 people with flights, hotel, food and

drink could be done for around £800, but there is a

campsite for tents if you want the cheaper option; you

still get the beautiful island.

Gerald Gibson,

Salisbury and S. Wiltshire CAMRA

M l ti l hi i i b d th d t

DEVON ROCK CRAFT LAGER
Alc 4.5% Vol

A 21st Century lager brewed with specially
selected lager hops and local malt.
This flavoursome craft lager is crisp
and refreshing with a modern twist.

Available in 330ml bottles and 30ltr kegs

       TEL: 01803 555 004               WWW.BAYSBREWERY.CO.UK                            /baysbrewery
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S
tarting Out on 1st March
The village of Sixpenny Handley and the

surrounding hamlets is settled between

Blandford, Shaftesbury and Salisbury in the beautify

Cranborne Chase. The village, despite having a pub,

never really came together as a community particularly

as the pub did not seem to attract people to it. About

six years ago, a microbrewery opened on a farm

located almost in the village, Sixpenny Brewery. This

opened with a small bar with limited opening times.

This suddenly became a focal point of village life.

Unfortunately about a year ago the Brewery moved

away for positive reasons as bigger premises were

required as it had expanded. This left a big void in the

community as the focus for coming together had gone.

A small group of eight locals got together to see if

there was a way that could provide something in a

similar way to enable the continuing of this social

asset.

Numerous meetings were held to see what could be

done and eventually decided on developing a ‘Tap

House’ to provide an outlet for local beers and ciders.

This required a premises to do this and various options

were considered. Finally opting for the underused

Sports Pavilion nestled on the edge of the village

between the cricket and football pitches. A beautiful

location and distinctive building owned by the Parish

Council. They were approached about the use of this

and were thrilled at the idea, some of the councilors

being previous customers and supporters of the old

brewery too!

The eight now moved forward to undertake the

converting of part of the Pavilion to create the tap

house bar and beer cellar. A lot of work was given not

only by the eight but lots of others who had trade skills

or just offers to do work. The result is that the ‘Penny

Tap’ has been established and opened on the 1st March

this year.To achieve this as a ‘proper going concern’ and

for licensing and lease purposes, the eight established

a limited company ‘The Penny Tap Limited’ to enable

bank accounts for trading to be undertaken. A lot of

work for the volunteers to achieve, but all done with

support from so many others. This truly has been a

community effort that is benefitting the community

and others in so many ways, including local brewers

who the beer and cider is purchased from.

What has been achieved

The Bar

As a Tap House we take the beer straight from the

casks to glasses or fill four pint jugs.

All new fixtures were made or installed by the Eight.

The community has now a very successful and well

supported ‘bar’ where people meet and interact,

THE PENNY TAP

-  11

Six months on!

Wow, what an
achievement

AA TT
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truly the heart of the village. The Penny Tap has

been so successful that local people are now being

employed to run the bar and undertake the back room

administrative functions.

The Penny Tap now supports local events and groups

by way of financial contribution or support by use

of The Penny Tap itself. The First School held their

Sports Day on the adjacent cricket pitch and the

Penny Tap provided refreshments, the Big Session

(a community run music festival in a day) was held

there too and profits from the bar were donated to the

Community Fund to support local good causes. Local

events held on the sports grounds including weddings,

christenings and private functions too that all used the

Penny Tap. Recently the Penny Tap also sponsored the

village football club, Handley FC, with new kit. So it is

providing not only a resource for the drinking of local

ales but is also becoming the focus of social events too.

It has even reinvigorated the village cricket club which

has been unsupported for some years.

Small micro artisan brewers are benefitting from the

regular orders as are very local cider producers too.

As what started out as a simple thought over a few

pints, has turned into a very successful small local

business that is contributing back into the community

by supporting local activities and the Parish Council

financially.

A very successful community initiative that has made

a huge difference to the lives of people in the local

community. Very recently a BBQ was tried and proved

to be popular and is going to be provided again on

Halloween when the Penny Tap is staging a ‘Fright

Night’ for the local children and a few drinks for the

adults too!

There are regular outputs from the PennyTap Facebook

page and Twitter account that keep customers updated

on events and even the weeks beers that are on offer.
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A BEEF FESTIVAL EVERY
WEEK!
THERE ARE SO MANY DIFFERENT
BEERS ON OFFER FROM LOCAL
ARTISAN AND MICROBREWERIES

The Penny Tap was nominated for the Blackmore

Vale Business of the Year Award for the category of

‘Contribution to the Community... and guess what...

they won it!

Simon Parker

WARMERS

TRADITIONAL
BITtERS,
WARMERS

SUMPTUOUS STOUTS,

AND SUMmER

BEST

WINTER

REFRESHERS

TRADITIONAL

REFRESHERS

Visit our brewery and distillery
or buy at ramsbury.com
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T
he Brewery’s has

had a relatively

successful year

with increased sales from

the previous year. The

cost savings from the new

brewing kit are beginning

to come through. 

The brewery featured in

the Heritage Open Doors

weekend last September. An exhibition of Hop Backs

thirty years of Brewing was set up in the function

room at The Wyndham Arms and has proved to

be so popular that it has been kept open. Company

Secretary Dr Alison Freezer gave and entertaining

and informative lecture on brewing during ancient

times focussing upon Egyptian and Mesopotamian

civilisations.

The Hop Back list of seasonal ales for 2018 has been

published and sees the arrival of two new beers in

2018.

The forthcoming new seasonals for February to April

see the return of a few favourites:

Winter Lightning ABV 5.5%. Brewed with Fuggles

and East Kent Goldings plus a few delicate spices, this

chestnut ale is deceptively drinkable. This is a regular

Hop Back seasonal

Haka ABV 4.1% A recipe using New Zealand Hops

(Waimea) that proved very successful in 2017. Golden

citrus with a resiny spiciness that lingers on the palate.

Available in time for the Six Nations Championship.

Golden Nugget (new) ABV 4.1% Brewed with

best pale malt and a splash of rye this golden ale is

flavoured with American Nugget hops which promise

a spicy fruitiness with hints of peaches and pears.

Minstrel ABV 4.3% Back again to entertain the palate.

An English hop variety that imparts spiced berries,

orange and herbal notes to the luscious golden ale.

T
his year, the Brewery has reduced its number

of regular beers to three: Best, Gold and IPA.

These are supplemented by seasonal beers;

their Autumn/Winter beer, Sixpenny Black, became

available at the end of October. This coincided with

the Brewery’s first Octoberfest held on Sunday 29th

October, with appropriate entertainment from a

Umpah Band and German cuisine. The young Black

at the Octoberfest had a dominant vanilla flavour but

this has faded as the beer has matured in the casks -

the vanilla was no more than a hint in a recent tasting

The Brewery Tap continues to be open seven days a

week. Currently, the Brewery offers 30p CAMRA

discount per pint on beer consumed in the Tap (does

not include bottles or off sales).

W
e are extremely busy brewing seasonal

beers Rudolph and Old Smokey porter.

Sales are going well locally and nationally

with JD Wetherspoon pubs featuring Rudolph and

the Old Smokey going to Mitchells and Butlers/

Nicholsons. It is great to be busy.

BREWERY
REPORTS

Sixpenny

Stonehengeg

Hopback
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Good News

I
n this edition we are able to bring you good news

about pubs reopening rather than sorrowful tales

of pubs closing. 

In Salisbury Deacons on Fisherton Street, the An-

chor and Hope in Winchester Street, the Horse and

Groom on Wilton Road and the Cloisters on Cath-

erine Street have all reopened following closure and

refurbishment.

In Whiteparish a greatly refurbished King’s Head has

reopened following a very long period of closure.

In Codford The George has reopened after 5 ½ years

of closure.  Perhaps it should be renamed as Lazarus.

We wish them all prosperous and lasting future.

The Greater Good at Fovant (formerly the Pembroke

Arms) has been undergoing refurbishment but we

still wait to hear of a reopening date. Ultimately the

success of all pubs rests on the support they receive.

Make the most of them.

Downton

T
rading is steady, September/October quieter

but local sales are satisfactory. The mobile bar

is fully booked for all local cheese and chilli

festivals. The beer list for 2018 is under review. The

Christmas special is Wessex Wassail ale at 4.4%. It is

red in colour and spiced. For early 2018 beers are Jan.

Four Corners 4.4%: Feb. Rye Smile 4.0% and Mar.

Mad Hare 4.4%

Dark Revolution

T
he first two brews on the new 15 barrel kit

were done early December and all seems

well. Tap room opening 3 to 9.30 on Fridays

only at present and has been busy, Saturday opening

is planned sometime in the new year. A new brewer

to work alongside Greg has been appointed and will

start soon.

Why not come and join us at the Woodfalls Inn traditional country pub 15 minutes
from the New Forest.  You can enjoy  our permanent Real Ale Ringwood Best    

together with guest ales which change regularly.  Why not try our freshly cooked
food, whether it be a full English breakfast, lunch or dinner in the Conservatory

Restaurant or a light bite in the bar in our friendly atmosphere.

Try our Steak Nights

See the Chef cut your steak to size and then it is cooked to your
personal taste.  This is supplemented by our Buffet.  Booking is

essential

Quiz Night

Every Tuesday @ 8.30pm £1 to take part which goes to  Charity.

Music Quiz Night every Wednesday night from 8.30pm
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BUY YOUR TICKETS HERE
winter.gbbf.org.uk/tickets

GreatBritishBeerFestivalWinterGBBFWinter

Offering a wide range of real ale in all styles
Plus World Beers - Cider - Perry

The Halls, St Andrews Plain, Norwich NR3 1AU

Tuesday  20th  Members Preview 
Wednesday  21st - Saturday 24th         

17:30 - 22:30
12:00 - 22:30

Free Entry For CAMRA Members
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Join up, join in,
join the campaign

Join the campaign today at
www.camra.org.uk/joinup

Join us, and together we can protect the traditions of great
British pubs and everything that goes with them.

Become part of the CAMRA community today – enjoy
discounted entry to beer festivals and exclusive member
offers. Learn about brewing and beer and join like-minded
people supporting our campaigns to save pubs, clubs,
your pint and more.

*Price for paying by Direct Debit and correct at April 2017. Concessionary rates available.
Please visit camra.org.uk/membership-rates

From 
as little as

£25*

a year. That’s less
than a pint a

month!

Discover 
why we joined.
camra.org.uk/

members
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FEBRUARY 2018

7th     BRANCH COMMITTEE MEETING   

          - the White Horse, South Cheriton   

          (7.30pm).

21st    SOCIAL TO MERE -

             Details on website heartofwessex.camra.

           org.uk

DIARY DATES Heart Of Wessex Branch
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FEBRUARY 2018

7th     OPEN BRANCH MEETING -

             Winchester Gate, Rampart Road, Salisbury

           (8pm). 7:45pm for Tasting Panel.

21st   SOCIAL, SALISBURY CRAWL -

           Royal Oak, Halfway House, Horse &    

           Groom, Devizes Inn, Duke of York (8pm).

23rd    MINIBUS TRIP -

           Nunton, Odstock, Coombe Bissett,

           Bishopstone, From Salisbury Coach Park

           (7pm).

MARCH 2018

7th      OPEN BRANCH MEETING -

           Railway Club Fisherton Street Salisbury,

           Guest Speaker Alison Gilbert on Beer and

           brewing in Ancient Times (8pm).

21st     BRANCH SOCIAL -

              Boat House, Mill, Haunch of Venison,

            Qudos (8pm). 

23rd     MINIBUS TRIP -

           Winterbourne Dauntsey, Porton, Idmiston,

            Allington, Newton Tony From Salisbury

            Coach Park (7pm).

APRIL 2018

5th         OPEN BRANCH MEETING -

               Salisbury Cycling Club Salt Lane

             Salisbury (8pm).

18th       SALISBURY SOCIAL CRAWL -

               Wilton. Pembroke Arms Hotel,

             Greyhound, Wheatsheaf, Bear

             11th Joint Meeting with the Fisherton  

             Historical Society at The Duke of York

             7:30pm. Guest speaker Ed Garman on the

             Public Houses and Inns of Salisbury

27th       MINIBUS TRIP -

               Farley, Pitton, Winterslow, Hurdcott From

             Salisbury Coach Park (7pm).

15th & 16th       BEEREX-

                                June Salisbury arts Centre.

DIARY DATES Salisbury & South Wiltshire

hh PPaarrkk ((77ppmm))..

tthhtttt BBEEEERREEXXEEEE --

JJ ee lliissbbuu yy ss nnttrr



January - March 2018

The magazine of Salisbury & South Wiltshire and Heart Of
Wessex branches of the Campaign for Real Ale

Barrel
  Organ


